ANTHONY   EDEN
Secretary of State for Foreign Affeirs is ranked in terms of
Foreign Office seniority below the Permanent Secretary;
thus in terms of control over and reference to a document
the order in 1931 was Reading, Vansittart, Eden: in 1938 it
is technically Halifax, Cadogan, Butler—with Vansittart and
Chamberlain interfering from above with function fairly
clearly defined but not easily related to the accepted order
of things. In the early days of September 1931 all Eden could
do was to act as the rapporteur of grave events.
On  September  18—a date  in many ways as fatal for
the long-range hopes of the peacemakers as August 4—
following up a report that a portion of the South Man-
churian  Railway   track  had  been  destroyed  by  Chinese
soldiers from the Petaying barracks, Japanese troops were
mobilized, the barracks attacked and taken and the aero-
drome and arsenal at Mukden seized.    On September 23
Eden was asked for particulars  and supplied the House
with the latest information then available.  Cantonese troops
were advancing northwards towards the positions held by
the Chinese Governments troops. No hostilities had broken
out.   ' News to-day indicates a partial withdrawal of Can-
tonese forces.  The floods in the Yangtze are reported to be
subsiding.*    The full gravity of the news did not make
immediate   impact  on   members,   and   there   were   some
facetious supplementary questions.   Eden reported amid the
ribaldry that the Chinese had brought the matter before
the League Council.     On the 24th he described how a
special meeting of the Council had been held and an appeal
sent to both Governments to abstain from any action that
might aggravate the situation, and to take positive steps
by way of Geneva to appease it.   On September 30 Eden
announced that the Japanese had reported the progressive
withdrawal of their troops.   The Japanese spokesman had
also affirmed that Japan had no territorial designs on Man-
churia. Question and answer went on until Mr. MacDonald
resolved to clarify the National Government's position by

